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again separated the membranes with the bougie. Parturient ac-
tion began that night. In a previous labor of this woman, the
child was rotated, and made to present prematurely by the em-
ployment of the water injection. All the children have been born
alive in the ten or twelve cases in which I have induced prema-
ture labor by the uterine sound.
The relative degree of facility or difficulty with which labor isinduced artificially in different women, or even in the same woman
in different pregnancies, varies very greatly. Where one plan fails,
the addition of a second, or of a third method, will sometimes
enable us to succeed ; and if all modes less safe for the child
prove ineffectual, as the separation of the membranes with a ute-
rine bougie, the waler injection, and the sponge-tent, we may al-
ways at last determine the certain occurrence of uterine contrac-
tion by the puncture of the membranes. And if we have recourse
to this puncture, we may still in a great measure save the liquor
amnii for the protection of the child during labor by making the
seat of the opening oblique and as high as four or five inches
above the os, as recommended by Hamilton and Meissner. One
of the best, instruments for effecting this object is that long ago
recommended by Dr. Hamilton, viz., a male catheter having an
open or truncated extremity, and provided with a silver wire to
pass through it for the puncture of the membranes. The mem-
branes, I believe', will sometimes be found to rupture high up when
and where they are simply separated from the body of the uterus
by the introduclion of the knobbed uterine sound or bougie.—(April, 1855.)
THE ALKALINE TREATMENT? OF RHEUMATISM.
BY WILLIAM F. CHANNING, M.D.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]
I see a notice, on page 248 of the present volume of this Journal,
of the treatment of acute rheumatism by means of frequent two-
scruple doses of bi-carbonate of potash.
This treatment seems to be founded on a marked characteristic
of rheumatism, an acid condition of the fluids and secretions.
Thus the perspiration and copious sweats of rheumatism carry
with them a great excess of acid, and the urinary precipitates are
generally of the same class. Although not in general practice, I
observed several years ago that when exposure to cold was fol-
lowed by symptoms of acute rheumatism, or even slight rheumatic
pains, a present or previous acid condition of the stomach and
alimentary canal could usually be traced, where the subject was
accustomed to observe his own physical condition.
I have accordingly administered frequent small doses of bi-car-
bonate of soda until I was sure that an alkaline condition of the
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system had been established, and I have seen reason, from the
success of this treatment, to recommend the use of this agent con-
stantly from that time to the present. The dose may be from two
to three scruples of the bi-carbonate dissolved in two or three fluid
ounces of water, taken once in two hours, and it may be continuedless frequently until the rheumatic pains have disappeared.
I think preference should be given to bi-carbonale of soda over
the bi-carbonate of potash, because soda is one of the natural and
essential elements of the human organization, as much so as car-
bon, oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, phosphorus, iron and lime. Thebile contains organic salts of soda. This fact is worth remembering
in connection with the outcry raised against the use of soda by a
certain class of pseudo-medical writers. Of course no plea is
made here for the excessive use of alkalies, or the perpetration of
enormities in cookery by the abuse of " salseratus."
A great difference exists in the quality of bi-carbonate or super-
carbonate of soda sold in the market. When thoroughly super-
carbonated, it loses its acid taste, and possible irritating quality,
and dissolves perfectly and readily in water. The only article,perfect in this respect, which I have found, has been kept on saleby the late firm of Rushton & Clark, now Hegeman, Clark ¿c Co.,
of New York.
The alkaline treatment of rheumatism is not necessarily incon-
sistent in theory with Ihe benefit which has seemed sometimes tofollow the use of lemon-juice and acids in the same disease.Remedies seem to act upon the system in two ways : first, by di-
rect action ; second, by provoking re-action. Both are probablylegitimate methods. But, in the present case, if acidity of the
fluids is an essential condition to the existence of rheumatism in
the system, the direct method of neutralizing such acidity is so
simple and easy that it should be preferred to summoning the vitalforces to re-action.
These observations are communicated, not as conclusive on the
subject, but because all definite observations, however partial, are
of value in medicine, as contributing to the knowledge of disease,
and as furnishing suggestions to those whose wide experience ena-bles them to test statements of Theory and methods of Practice.Boston, May, 1855.
ON THE FLUID EXTRACT OF SCUTELLARIA LATERIFLORA.
BY JOSEPH BATES, M.D.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]
This plant, not many years since, was held in high repute, as an
antidote in canine madness ^ and kept as a secret. Dr. Vander-
veer is said to have prevented more than three hundred persons
from becoming mad, by the exhibition of this agent. It has,
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